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Rancor at council meeting recalls Desert Hot Springs jabs of old
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DESERT HOT SPRINGS — The Desert Hot Springs City Council that prided itself on a new era of civility turned sour again Tuesday.
Among the heated jabs, Mayor Yvonne Parks — unaware her microphone was still on — called a fellow council member a “son of a bitch.”
Watch the video of the meeting to hear Mayor Yvonne Parks' comment. 
The comment is at about 02:50:00, right after Mayor Yvonne Parks calls for a “potty break.”
The bickering prompted a memo titled “decorum,” obtained by The Desert Sun on Wednesday, imploring council members to behave.
“All of us now sitting on the council remember well the turmoil and rancor that used to be a regular feature of our city council,” wrote Councilman Russell Betts. “Some of you were on the council at that time. It was not a pleasant time for our city.”
The mayor's comment came midway through a four-hour council meeting filled with hot debate about paying a consultant for Cabot's Pueblo Museum.
Parks called for a break and leaned over to talk to someone on the dais.
Though the camera does not show it, she turned to Mayor Pro Tem Jan Pye.
“I think you're totally wrong for giving in to that son of a bitch,” Parks said.
It's not clear which council member she's referring to, and Pye said she did not hear it.
“I just don't use that kind of language normally,” Parks said Wednesday. “I try to keep my composure a little bit better than that.”
“I'm going to do everything in my power to see that it never happens again,” she added. “It's not good for the city, and it's not good for our reputation.”
Earlier in the meeting, Councilman Scott Matas took offense at Councilman Russell Betts' 11-minute speech that chastised city staff for violating city spending policies.
“Way to punch staff in the eye again, Councilor Betts,” Matas said.
Councilman Adam Sanchez, who was sworn in Dec. 6, voiced his own frustration.
“I don't take jabs at you guys, but you guys have been making it a habit of taking a jab at me. I just hope in the future that you guys behave yourselves better,” Sanchez said to applause.
Matas said Wednesday that Sanchez took things too personally.
“If you're going to be in politics, you have to have thicker skin.”
Kate McGinty is a reporter for The Desert Sun. She covers public safety and the city of Desert Hot Springs. She can be reached at (760) 778-6451, kate.mcginty@thedesertsun.com or @TDSKateM
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  Mike Normington · Owner at Palm Springs Cards
On another subject, always wondered why the City Attorney would sign off ( I assume he reviewed it ) on a $250,000 contract that never guaranteed the event ( Music Festival ) would ever happen. 
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Ryan Pennington Kinder
I understand that we all lose our cool every once in a while, but Mayor Parks, when you are at a city council meeting and want to say something negative, PLEASE make sure you either do it in a private area, or at least make sure the mics are off. I really don't care that the comment was made, because it really wasn't that bad. But it does embarrass the city and the people who voted for you. 
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Steven Little · Palm Desert, California
I sat here trying to think of a smart response to the above letter but I realized I was not at all surprised. The civility of politics was lost somewhere between President Regean and the first term of President Clinton. All I see now is a snarling entitled rabid pack of politicians that have no regard for the process or the history of their office (s) 
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Bill Effinger · Principal at New Century Consulting
My e-Book "The Vortex made me do it" Has only been out a couple of weeks, and the paperback is about two weeks away from being in the market place, and it looks like I already have the first chapter for the sequel: "There is something in the water". Shame Shame on you Mayor Parks! 
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Sarah Romero · Complutense University of Madrid
That type of squabbling and airing out of personal grievances should be kept for private conversation between the offenders behind closed doors. If Desert Hot Springs is to begin down the path of improving its reputation, its leaders need to put on a better public face. It starts from the top. As a resident of DHS, this is disappointing to see.
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Michael Ray Burke · Owner at BurkeMedia Productions
I walked away upset with Matas, I didn't hear this. Matas needs to shut his trap, Sanchez has tough skin, that's why he called him out on it. If Matas had tough skin he's shutup and not try to make Sanchez look dumb.

I can't wait till June when things come to light. Let's just say no one realized Sanchez caught the assistant city manager in two lies this meeting..
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