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Pete Chryss files defamation suit against KNews' Lee Rayburn 
Desert Hot Springs security business center of dispute
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Pete 
Chryss
 (left) is seen with former Desert Hot Springs City Councilman Karl Baker at a Chamber of Commerce mixer on Feb. 16. 
Chryss
, whose security deal with the city inspired months of public scrutiny, has filed a defamation suit against a local radio host. / Courtesy of R. Bruce Montgomery
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Pete Chryss — whose security deal with the city of Desert Hot Springs has inspired months of public scrutiny — has filed a defamation suit against a local radio talk show host.
In court documents filed Wednesday and obtained today by The Desert Sun, Chryss and his attorneys named Morris Communications, including Lee Rayburn, who hosts a radio show on KNews 94.3 FM. 
Chryss has lost 90 percent of business at his security business during the last two months because of Rayburn’s campaign against him, attorney Dave Baron said. 
Chryss— who is listed in the legal paperwork by his full name of Pete Chryssikos Jr. — plans to seek “millions” of dollars in damages from Morris Communications, Baron said. 
“They’ve essentially destroyed his life for sport,” Baron told The Desert Sun.
The station’s general manager, Jay White, who also is named in the suit, said Desert Radio Group planned to respond “in more detail” to the lawsuit by Jan. 9. 
“Desert Radio Group categorically denies that it has broadcast falsehoods about Mr. Chryssikos. Desert Radio Group expects to show to the Court that it broadcast information that was in the public interest and protected by the free press provisions of the Constitutions of the State of California and of the United States,” White said in a statement to The Desert Sun.. 
Chryss owns the Chryss Home Automation, a security services company based out of Desert Hot Springs. 
Since December 2010, the city has paid Chryss $15,328 for security and monitoring services at city-owned homes and buildings. The contracts were canceled in October. 
In a city investigation released in late October, city leaders concluded Chryss was not properly licensed as required by the state to install alarm systems. 
Neither Chryss nor Chryss Home Automation has a license with the state as required by law to install alarms, California Department of Consumer Affairs spokesman Russ Heimerich told The Desert Sun.
Chryss rents a room in the home of Karl Baker, who was a city councilman until this week. Baker lost re-election Nov. 8 after being pummeled by reports about his relationship with Chryss. 
On his Dec. 28 business application to the city, Chryss listed Baker's name and cell phone number as his emergency contact. The address where the city sent the checks is the same as Baker's home address.
The city investigation also concluded Baker appears to have endorsed all 22 checks paid to Chryss Home Automation. 
Finance Director Jason Simpson said he forwarded the checks and other evidence regarding Baker to the Riverside County District Attorney's Office, citing a state law that addresses conflict of interest.
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